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Fig.1 Snowfall pattern over the eastern T ibetan Plateau
from 16th to 18th Jan. 1996(units: mm)
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Table 1 Q vector divergence from 11th to 19th Jan. 1996 10" %" hPa™'
0
200 hPa 300 hPa 400 hPa 500 hPa
11 - 34 - 91 27 34
15 - 164 -72 - 165 - 163
16 - 35 - 20 - 194 - 243
17 - 73 - 56 -5 171
19 135 66 - 86 41
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Fig. 2 Distribution of Q Vector
divergence at 500 hPa

at 20:00 BST for Jan. 15,1996
(units: 107 ®s™". hPa ")
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Fig.3 Distribution of Q Vector
vorticity at 500 hPa
at 20: 00 BST for Jan. 15,1996
(units: 10" "*s™ "~ hPa™ ')
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O-VECTOR ANALYSIS OF A HEAVY SNOW CASE
OVER THE EASTERN TIBETAN PLATEAU

DONG An=iang', GUO Hui', JIA Jian—ying', ZHOU Lu-sheng”

(1. Gansu M eteorological Bureau, Lanzhou 730020; 2. Qinghai Meteorological Bureau,Xining 810001)

Abstract: A heavy snow case over the eastern Tibetan Plateau on Jan. 16 18,1996 is studied
by means of the Q—vector, indicating that there exists convergence from 500 hPa to 200 hPa
24-hour ahead of the snow, and heavy snow may occur in the south of frontogenetical positive

area( F) at 500 hPa and correspond to positive center of Aws@.field.
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